Chapter 3. From The Ashes

May 1946

“...the boys are coming
back to what we hope will
be a brighter and happier
world”. So read the first
post-war Journal (aside)
and then the second
paragraph.....

“A Club Run!

Our first for many a long
year will be held on
Sunday June 2", Meet
White Lion, Withington at
10.30am and proceed to
Mrs Cooper’s, Brook
Cottage, Mottram St
Andrews. Very short and
very gentle, drag out that
old iron of yours and let’s
be seeing you”.

The next Journal in June
1946 included the report of
the first post-war club run;
“The First Run

Not really the first by a
long way, for the club is
now 15 years old but the
first of a new series; may it
be long and unbroken”.
........ a final total of six
lunched together on this
first official club run since
1940. The names of those

WITHINGTON WHEELERS ¢

JOURNAL

“le make no apologies for.eur belated appearance
but since our last issue things have:altered, the
shooting part of the world upheaval is over, and
the boys are coming back to- what we hope will be
a bI‘l(”HLL,I‘ and halaplor world than that we have
knovm for the past six years.

It is high time that the club was brought back to
full activity again and yo\r ideas EMY uubgcstlﬂs
for an inme Illbb prograxn will be welocomed

A club rumt!

first for many a ‘long ycar will be held on

y June 2nd. Meet iThite Lion, Withington, at
a.m. and proceed to lMrs. Coppock'!s, Brook
Cottage, liottram St. Andrews. Very shord and very
gentle, drag ou‘c that old iron cf yours and let's
be seeix 1 YyOU,. -

Racing.

Any momber who feels he would like to do a spot of
spced work should communicate with us immediately,
when entry forms = and good advice = will be
readily availablec.

Affiliations,

All affiliations have been kept alive during the
wer with the exception of the N.C.U. If members
wish to regoin this latter body they can have the
necessary forms on request,

who assembled outside the White Lion at 10am on 2" June were recorded;

CD Haines, W Hall, AJ Pennill, PAA Jones, R McQueen, G Watson, A Bates, Herbert Burton

and K Perrins. The last three turned up to say hello and good morning and W Williamson
joined the group at Mottram St Andrews for lunch.

“It was a momentous occasion in the life of the club for it proved for the doubters and
confirmed for the faithful that the spirit of the Withington has lived throughout the trying
years and the old club is still ALIVE!”

The first post-war general meeting convened on 22" August with 14 members attending at
the Wellington Hotel, opposite the Didsbury clock on the corner of Barlow Moor Road and

Wilmslow Road. A hot pot supper was laid on and it was decided that the serving officers in
the club should continue until November when the AGM would be called.

Later in the year, on 22" September, there were various members who were once again
feeling the urge to race and in the first post-war Club 25 run by the M&DTTA, entrance fee
6d (sixpence). The photo below was taken at Gawsworth after the race. “There were nine
entries in our first post war venture, five starting and all finished”. The day was not ideal for
speed, as a matter of fact some competitors had harsher words to say on the subject but they
were too dead to even murmer them. The special medal goes to Phil Jones and we can only



say he deserves it but Lance Tulip
was a very good second and should
do much better next season. The full
result as follows”

1. PAA Jones 1.14.14
2 L Tulip 1.15.09
3. AJ Pennill 1.16.07
4, HE Lloyd 1.17.05
5 FS Heeley 1.17.35

The Open Hill Climb resumed in
October 1946 and this covered in
Chapter 8 “The Grimpeurs and the
Open Hill Climb”

At the end of 1946 a small club Handbook
was produced showing the serving "
officers of the club (shown aside). LER 20 Fae

RJ Austin stood down as Editor of the 3
club Journal and the vacant seat was taken 0rfio ors
by Ron McQueen who produced the
Journal for the next three years. Itis also
worthwhile noting that Arnold Pennill was
elected as Secretary of the Manchester

Prosidents 1. WILSON.

Vico=Presiderts?

Scey
District Committee of the RTTC,
replacing our other member “Tommy Raoing Soorotarys fu J. P
Barlow who now thinks he has put in
years enough at this type of job”.
Withington, lonchester.
RATE AT RoMacQueen,
e 22 nlston Gardens,
urnage, Minnchoster.
1947 J. B. Forbes, H. Durton,
ST Ao Batoss
On 31% January 1947 a re-union supper 5. Marbin.
took place at the Southern Hotel in L. Tulip, J- D Smithe
Chorlton, cost 5 shillings. :
. - Ao Jo Pennill, H. E. Lloyde
Our President Harry Wilson could not h.' J. Pemnill, GCs D FoZno8e

attend owing to a bereavement and in his

absence Ron McQueen presided over a

happy gathering of 50 or so members and

friends which included members of the

Cheshire RC, Altrincham Ravens and L —— s g
Manchester Wheelers. o

The visitors were toasted and Stan Wild, President of the Cheshire RC and M&DTTA replied.
Jim Forbes congratulated the Ravens on being the first winners of the Tom Frith Shield
presented by the late Mr Frith Senior. Cliff Farebrother replied on behalf of the prizewinners
and received a great ovation on being presented with the trophy by Nan Forbes.

To quote the Journal report by Jim Forbes;

“Club Champion of 1940, Stan Heeley, received the Harry Wilson Cup, Lance Tulip the
special medal for his ride in the Club 25 and Arnold Pennill his 12 Hour Standard.

With beer flowing freely we were regaled with monlogues by Jim Hartley and JB Smith.

Miss Joyce Annable delighted everyone with her clever dancing act, Jim Forbes served a song
and Mr Harold James had us in tucks of laughter, his versatility becoming especially apparent
when leading the community singing. The evening was voted by all as a grand family re-
union which we hope will become a regular feature of the club’s programme.”



March 1947. The Open 25
The last Sunday in March, after a lapse of five years saw the welcome revival of our Open 25.
The event was run as a second-class (middle markers) event and with a limit of 1.08.00 it still

received a total of 130 entries. As usual the Journal told the full story.......

3.
The Open "25". by tho Racing Scc.

The lagt Sumday in March, after a lapsc of five
yoars, sew the wolcome rovival of our Open "25
mile trial. This time it was docided to.run the
event as a gocond-class confined to riders who had
not beaten 1-8-0, but rotaining the novice flavour
by awarding & special prize for thosc competitors
in.a had not previously beaten ovens.

Our fears that we would not obtain a full card
proved unfounded, & totel of 130 entrics being ro=-
ceivod, of these the number who had not beaten
ovens was soventy and we shall have to comsider
whether next ycarts Open sh2ll be pramotod as a
Socamd~-class, Third-class, or purely novices
ovent.

We wore favourocd with decent weather, The morming
was calm with just o trace of rain which gave
promisc of fast times., This was confirmed when
John Smith, the first man off retwrned 1+<11-45, a
four minute improvement on his personal best.
Lance Tulip, our main hope, did not disappoint and
his oxcellont 1-10-50 vms tenth fastest and gained
him the Novice award. Loter wo found that he waos
also third in the handicap, moving up fram fourth
place when it was discovered that onc apparent
wimner, (though no fault.of ours it-should be added
added) had cut out a portion of the course. Our
owvm nembers, mostly the now ones, returned quitec
creditable times and we look forward to some fast
performances whon they have had a little more ox=-
pericnce of the racing game.

All in all we con definitely cansider the event
to have been a success. Wo give our very best
thanks' to good friend Arthur Wood who assisted
Mac in mani, ting the tickers and to all membors
whoco~operated in cnsuring the tricky course was
checked and marshaled,

One feature of the trial which must go on record

is that Lance Tulip was very lucky to finish at 2alle
At tho start his front tyre was not looking too
good and he wes able to effect 2 change a

actually rode on Ken Porrin's front wheel, his owm
tyre blowing out later whilst in Ken's possession.

At tho time of writing the oxact method of sharing
the prize money is still wder dispute.

The leading times and those of our own members
wercs

1. A. Hadfield, Clarion. i 9 86

2. Ni Jenkins, Abbotsford 1 9 45,

3+ G. A. Horn, Manchester Wh. 1 10 9.
Handicaps:

1. J.P.Thamas, Rhos .e S 27

2. F. Sumer, Ravons .o 1 4 30

3. L. Tulip, Withington 3 T4, 0508

Qurss

10. Lo Tulip eses 1 10 50.

16, J. B. Smith 1 11 .46s

42, A. Welch .. 1 16 10.

63+ R. B. Poole . o322 89,

65. Ho S. Stovens <ececcecceee. 1 24 44,

&. J. Pe

By April 1947 the club was beginning to return to normal and the 1947 Easter Tour was a
great success. Stan Heeley, Lance Tulip, Eric Moore, Arnold Pennill headed off to Bala.....

BASTER TOUR. by the Treasurer,

Easter Tour this year was notable for the many
unprecedented occurrences, among them being,
foul weather, small number of participants,
following wind both to and fram our éentre and

the colossal amount of Cider sank by our Racing

Secretary.
Shortly after 9 a.m. on Good Friday morning in

bright sunshinoc the tour commenced, present being
Arnold, Lance and the Whiskered one. The strong

North-East wind blew us out of Manchester,
through Lymm
Lunch, A stroll on the river bank helped with
digestion and then on to Wrexham. At Ruebon we
regained the river Doo and said good=bye to the
coal-fields, the_roed becaming more hzi

every mile. At Corwen, feeling in need of a
refresher after the long climb from Llangollen
wo obtained tea at a "Most Peculiar Dive" and

wasted no time in pedalling on via the side road

to Dala. Along this rocd we hed our first
glimpse of the lake then into the town to re=
ceive a noble welcome from the motherly person
of Mrs. Lucas, After supper, a stroll by the
lake, cider-sinking and crossword puzzles.

Saturday morning - an overcast sky and thin
drizzle not deterring us, we started the hard

climb over the mountains (up Frydan Rooooad look

you). The wet became wetter, a strong wind
strongor, the ridc bocaming a battle with no
quarter given cnd meny o poor bike rider was
passed oxpiring by the wayside. At last the
sumit, but with little rospite for we had to
pedal down the other side and it was very wet
tourists who stopped ot Ffestiniog for lunch.

and Frodsham to Chester for an carly

1y with

Our restart borely a quarter milc when 2 hefty
gust of wind blew lance's cape to shreds and
after using e hundreds of sni‘otypins we docideld
to give tho weather Lest and retum to Pela,

A spot of fun being had by all whon the
Treasurert's back whecl locked on the dosoent
of the mountain to Bala = most unfortunatoly he
lived., At the digs we werc awaited by Eric
licore who having arrived by troin was dry, clean
and comfortable. Mrs. Lucas's supper howcver
woralmd wonders and so to morc cider and cross=-
words.

Although Sunday morning was dry, our cycling
activity was nil, the morning being devoted to
repairs by two of our party. The other two in-
dulgod = yes, that's right - in crossword
puzzles,

Sunday lunch, what a feod in those. rationed days

* and we had to - aid digostion somehow, so oub

came the bicycles and moanderod along the Lake-
side ‘Dotwoen photographing waterfalls and lng-
ing "tick" we took three hours to reach Dolgelly,
so we tea)d there. Tho southwest wind got to
work again and the eighteen miles back wero
ridden inside the hour, Sunday evening = as
before but NO cider.

Monday mo: we wluctantly said good to
Hrs. Laces-and our follow gucets end o for
home., A blind to Llangollen where we took more
ghotogmﬁ.ha (and drank more Cider) and Wrexham
or lunc Here we changed direction and cone
tinued via Holt and Nantwich. The going was

. Past and the boys got down to it, the only

sounds to be heard being from the Treasurer as he
%ook o parcel and the ghoulish chuckles of the
other threc as they handed the parcel out.
Dodging around Nentwich we reached Church Minshull
for toa, having unfortunately lost Eric in the
blind. Home then at a somewhat casier pace = so
onded the 1947 Easter Tour, May there be many

morec.
F. 8. H

On the racing front there were five club events on the Withington Wheelers calendar in 1947;
one Club 25 and two Club 50s, these were run in conjunction with the Combined Clubs
M&DTTA events. The Club 100 was run along with the Cheshire RC and the Club 12 Hour

was included with the association open.

See below for the Journal reports on the Club 25, 50 and 100. The early season Club 25 had
thirteen entries on 20" April 1947, fastest was JB Smith in a time of 1.12.16 and he also won



first handicap. Arnold Pennill recorded fastest in the 50 with a time of 2.28.41 and Harry
Lloyd was best of four Withys with a time of 5.19.10 in the 100.

Club "50" There wore oight cntrios for the 50 Club "100"

mile handicap, Yebber being & nmestarter and Heeley 4 el A

being out befare 22 milos. Weloh took an early lead 51X ontorod for tho "1007 and four finishod,

and at 23 miles was & mimrbo up on Smith with Pormill was leading at 77 milos but soon aftor

Pennill a further minubo down, a fow miles aftor sollaobod o cwﬂc of punstures whish pat him

this point Hall gave up, 3y 30 miles the loador was g?th{:;ff“? h"“-’m 4 :fg‘it"h“t might Iave boen a

slippiug baok, Tallp and Panill boing but omo pdmube £t ficdshonsieppdity. Edoyizedoza i) £
! had slowod

zood race and although below pro=wor form

e S TR TR :1%;‘, 5 ca;Lii‘iﬂcmb‘l%rinnﬁdmi A Fooent: dmprovements fro distinstly creouraging.
The result wmss SR Tﬁg f‘u!_‘ u;doénigg.lm;‘:‘la;ggw e Tulip lost g little time with mechanical trouble

rools vhilsk Pe st raised the final gallop whilst Smith's carly display of speed told the

H poﬂ-‘
1 i L > 1 jus 3
1o o o boad, lisloh wio, howsvor, Yook the handicap. A Shas L30Ty e s
R R e A good race,
118 280 & 1. A.J.Ponndll 2.28.41 2nd handica 1. H.E.Lloyd §.19,10. 1st handicap.
tE2a w -2, LWoloh 228067 st M 2. LTullp .~ ©78.26.2L. 2nd iewdicap.
R e 3. J.D.Suith 2.33.16 L e
35 birat), Sarimr (0o 4. L.Tuly 2.35.53 B 50 R tarrEe
g X 5. HE.Lloyd 2,20.18

R. MaoQe

Five members entered The Club 12 Hour which was run within the M&DTTA event. The
Journal reports “Three suffered unto the end. The two others fell by the wayside, Stan Heeley
and Harry Lloyd. Arnold Pennill was our hero for he plodded on for 207mile and 4 furlongs,
seventh in the race. Lance Tulip managed 194 and 5 furlongs — he should do better — whilst
Eric Moore contented himself with 183 and 3 furlongs, not too bad an effort for a very first
attempt at riding against the watch. He also would have done better but for making sure he
was getting his monies worth at the feeding station. The club mustered in strength at
Middlewich where we did the checking and seventeen sat down to lunch”.

The second Club 50 saw Lance Tulip improve to 2.27.48 and was fastest on the day. Arnold
Pennill struck an unlucky patch after a trouble free season, he arrived late at the start and then
added a couple of punctures, one in each wheel and finished in 2.40.19. Harry Lloyd
recorded 2.31.10, W Cavanagh 2.39.19 *first handicap) and HN May 2.52.25.

In September the club decided to hold another Club 25, “a little private event on our own”
Headquarters was Mrs Bates, Goostrey. Lance was really beginning to get into his stride and
was fastest on the day with a time of 1.11.02. Arnold Pennill 11 seconds behind in 1.11.13.
W Cavanagh 1.14.30, HN May 1.14.49, Eric Moore 1.15.34, Ken Perrins 1.18.22 and

Haydn Stevens 1.20.15 (photo below)

(LUB “25" SEPT. (947 BAIESs GOOSTREY .

Harry Lloyd entered the Manchester Wheelers 12 Hour and recorded 209 miles to snatch the
club championship from Arnold Pennill. Full result of the 1947 Withington Wheelers Club



Championship;

12 Hour
209.1050yds
207.1095yds
194.1100yds

100

5.09.22
5.16.11
5.26.31

mph

19.08
19.03
18.00

50

2.27.12
2.24.10
2.27.48

Harry Lloyd
Arnold Pennill
Lance Tulip

“Our sport is endangered by fools”. We really were a time-trialling club back then!
A warning from the May/June 1947 Journal

Wamjng.

“lc scldom let cycling politics enter into tour
colums but fools campel #s to register this pro-
test at the recent Bul.RaC. Urmston Circuit Race
of 62 miles in a built=-up area. We cannot do
anything about it, but higher authorities will in
time move and when they do the time trial game
will almost certainly suffer., It scoms almost
impossible, in a legal sense, to difforentiate
between time trials and massed start cvents -
both are races run on public roads = to rule one
illegal and leave the other undisturbed cannot be
done. Our sport is ondangered by fools.

Before we leave 1947 it is worthwhile having a look at this report of “An Unofficial Summer
Tour”. In August 1947 Eric Moore is joined by Bill Williamson, Stan Heeley and Arnold

Pennill on a cycling tour “Somewhere round Somerset Way”. Eric tells the story.........
Il a.

3.
ANNUAL DINMER  Our & = 5 soon we were enjoying the glorious run through the steep sided
s = r fmical Pinmer will be Reld at Southenn Hotels limestone gorges of the Wye Valley, at Tintern a halt was made to

Kauldeth Road West, Chorlton, (s-me venue as

last year) on Frid'y 23rd January. A first-class menu is pram- take o fow photographs, in spite of Armold's "the B---—- place

locks as though it has been blitzed®! Eventually we decided to

ised with Turkey ns the main course and the entertainment will
be fully up to last year's standard. Tickets will be ready very
shortly at 8/6d each. We have already decided to invite the
main "open" winners and trust that every member will be present
to make it a notable evening.

At the recent date fixing Conference of R.T.T.C. the
following dates were allocated for our open events:
Second-Class and Novices "25"  April 4th (Week 6.)
Fill-Climb Oct. 17th (Week 34)
4t the district A.G.H. held the same day R. MacQueen and A.J.
Pennill were elected Chairman and Secretary respectively for the
second year in succession, they will also act as Delegates to
to the National Council.

R.T.7.0.

FOVELTY EVENTS: A small sub-committee has been set up to devise
novelty and other events, suggestions will be
welcome - we hear that the Hilly "25" is suggested.

The coin®idence of summer holidays
induced Bill Williamson, Stan

Heeley, the Racing Secretary and the Treasurer to make a week's
tour together "Somewhere round Somerset wmy". nccordingly, after
starting with typical Withington punctuality - 45 mins. late - a
Friday evening Aug.22nd, three of the party arrived at Whitchurch
just short of mid-night. Stan - the deliguent - arriving some 15
mins, later, having made his own arrangements about the journmey.
The following morning our route lay via Prees and Shrewsbury
(what memories do these names conjure up) and after losing our-
selves in the charming lanes with which Salop abounds, a belated
sandwich lunch was taken at Leebotwood. So onwards to Ludlow
where a halt for the day was called, and each resplendent in
nicely creased flannels and clean shirts we sallied forth to see
the sights (or was it the locals who saw the sights - Ed). The
castle was viewed only from without and likewise the cathedral
(never knew they had one = Ed) but a very strenuous hour was
spent rowing on the river - massed start tactics were in evidence
and Eric soon found himself high and dry in a ploughed field cam-
plete with boat. Our route on Sunday tock us through Leominster
and Hereford, Bill collecting the first puncture and during the
afternoon no little time was spent blackberrying, Arnold shunni
occupations so mundane was later discovered tearing up (and dowm,
the many hills with which the road to Monmouth abounds% Very

AN UNOFFICIAL SUMMER TOUR:

spend the night at Chepstow, the lowest point at which the Wye is
bridged. Tennyson, ummindful of the "bore" which pushes its way
up past the town, wrote:

The twice a day the Severn fills

The salt sea wnter passes by

And hushes half the bubbling Wye

And make the silence in the hills -
a sight however we were denied. The departure on Monday morning
was delayed somewhat by an unfulfilled threat of rain, but moved
by Stan's amorous attentions to the landlady's daughter - aged six.
However after negotiating the ferry without being sea-sick and
gozing with awe up at the Clifton suspension dpridge, Bristol was
soon left behind and we made slow but not very sure progress along
the undula%ing road to Bridgewater. Stan, to his undying shame,
started a terrific blind for the last few miles, for which he has
never been forgiven. After donning flannels, a 1ittle more
crensed nné not-so-clean shirts, Arnold and Eric let the Club dowr
by visiting, of all places, a Milk Bari% At breakfast the follow-
ing morning the good lady particularly requested the cutter of
bread "not to slice up all the loaf", the c.o.b. immediately cut-
%ing up $he whole loaf into inch thick slices - may his soul (if
eny) res: in purgatory. 4 start was made, only to be halted by
Jric collecting n second puncture of the tour. Eventually
Yoluvenses” were tnken at Nether Stowey, a ono time residence of
3amuel Taylor Coleridge, and after visiting the pretty village of
Punster with its centuries old Yarn Market, Minenead wms renched
- a short excursion was made to Porleck but nobody, not even
Arnold, fel: ambitious enmough to master the Hill. Back in
Minchend for the evening, more cider-sinking ensued. From
Minehead our ways parted, Bill and Stan making for Barnstable and
Westwood Eo, whilst Eric nnd Arnold showed an inclimation to re-
turn vin Glastonbury, unfortunately the formor have kept Lheir
activities a close secret apart from ome or two remarks about
"plackeurrant cider”,.the activities of the remaining pair are
available for all at any Police Station or on application to the
Home Seoretary. One memory that will always remain is the
wenther - to say it was perfect is an uaderstatement, as Bill pus
it "We need not have brought our capes".

E.G.MOORE .

1948
The season kicked off with the annual Club Dinner on 23 January 1948 again at the

Southern Hotel on Mauldeth Road West. Tickets were priced at 8/6d each and a first class
menu was promised with turkeu as the main course. A full report follows (from the March
1948 Journal......

“Turkey and Trifle. Trophies and Ptolemy!!.....

...arousing start given to the Club’s activities for 1948”



THE CLUB DINNER . Turkey and Triflel! Trophies and Ptolemyll

These were the highlights of that cheerful and
well balanced function, the Club's Annual Dinner; anw’ event of
high tradition which this year's affair worthily maintained.
Rationing's lupine shape had been suocessfull{ repelled from the
revolving doors of the Southern Hotel, a really excellent meal
giving a flying start to the proceedings; and from then on under
the President's efficient hand, things went with a will. Hardly
nai the tables been cleared and the speeches were in full swing,
tre various toasts being proposed and responded to with commendable
p:3h, humour and brevity. Then came the trophies, charmin§1y pres-
grted by Mrs. MacQueen - to Lance Tulip (a future champion) the

' Bandicap Trophy. To the Clarion, the "Tom Frith" Memorial Shield.
Here we coyld not help thinking that dear old Tom would have been
pleased tqyéne of his school-mates had led the winning Team. The
Cub Champion received a special ovation, those who remember the
Siemach of 1946 will agree that Harry's success was a veritable
t:iumph of mind over matter ...... lotsof matterlt Finally came
t}¢ award of the new and elegant Memorial Trophy, as one listened
tothe well phrased citation, .it was obvious not only that Arnold
Panil was a worthy winner, but also that the club had .done well to
povide an award for services which often go unrecognised.

In the entertainment that followed, Harold James, Jim Forbes
nd of course "Knocker" Hartley, gave of their best and kept the
'all rolling after Eric Moore had set the pace with a humorous
:endering of ome of the Holloway classics (another next year Eric
7lease). But the act which stopped the show was the apvearance
f the last of the Ptolemies herself - wearing the New Look in a
-ory old fashioned wny, Cleopatra gave a display which raised the
:00f, Terpsichore may have flinched a bit and La Grable would
¢oubtless have displayed greater technical efficiency, but
tertainly the appearance of the Pin Up Girl in person could not
inve caused a bigger furore. The comments of the lads with no
411usions ebout these oriental maidens added Ik rgely to the
general uproar. "Cleo" told me that theonly hitch was over her
¢amel, causing her to arrive late, had prevented her from attend-
ing the dinner. Probable fortunate with Pearls the price they are.
So to the strains of "Digging up the Road" and "Auld Lang Syne"
w2 went home feeling that a seal had been set To 1947 and a
rousing start given to the Club's activities for 1948".

"Phe Checker"

Also in the March Journal was the report of the recent speed judging contest....

“There were ten entrants and whereas the first three showed fine judgement of speed we are
afraid that some of our members do not know how slow they are riding, without giving any
names we feel sure that anyone so inclined would not have much difficulty in avoiding
payment of subscriptions”. The leaders were;

Raymond Leaver, 6 seconds error, Bert Jenkinson 10 seconds and Lance Tulip 30 seconds.

This report of the Excelsior Hilly 25 from Sunday 7"" March makes interesting reading;



2.

COMMITTEE NOTE: The next Committee meeting will be on
June 3rd. at 8 p.m. prompt, nt

! 8 Cambridge Road, Gntlev.

+ EXCELSIOR "25" Looking into Bill Hadfield's stable on
Sunday, 7th March, and seeing once again the
conglomeration of frames, wheels and gears, sprockets, sprints
nnd schedules - not to mention shivering bodies - and hear-
ing once more the familiar "fhose got my pump” and "Where's
my gloves", made it hard to believe that this Hilly "25" wms
bridging the gap of eight full yenrs to the 1ast occasion on
which we battled agninst Mac's vmtch, ench other and our old
relentless fpponent Mam Tor. The card comtnined the names of
12 probable starters and there being no responce to the time-
keepers call formumbers 1 ‘& 2, Karl Jordan, No. 3. proved
to be the first mon to keep his appointment and ot 6 mins

past 10 n.me procisely wns desvatched into a blustery down-
pour. Eric lioore was the only other absentee, and Mac. after
launching last man Phil on his wny, repaired to the shelter

of the " Jblly Carter".

Times tnken nt Ponk Forest Falt showed Lance to have gained
a 30 sec, lead on Arnold in 24 mins, with R. Lever n further
10 secs, nway. K. Jordan had occupied 25 mins, whilst

| - K+ Rutter and ¥ Stevens passed in 25-22 anl 25-25 respectively,
Bill Cavanagh had used up sll of 26 mins and Phil 26-55 to
present Feve lay with the Devils prige in 27-10. Times at the
dend turn 153m) found arnold and Lence to be well established
at the hend of affairs with 3% mins. lead on the rest of the
field, Arnold having an advantage of 15 secs. over Lance.
Only 45 seconds separnted the next four: Ken Rutter 56-45,
Lever 57-), He Stovens and . A. Jones both 57-30, . Cavanagh
being the only other to reach this point in less than the
hour.The renl test of the course, the two mile ascent of
Rushup todk it's toll of the not-too-fit, and from here to the
finish Lance dropped stendily in nrrenrs. Arnold hnd suffic-
ient margin to withstand a strong bid from Ken Rutter who
clocked the fastest return to recover n full minute on the
lender. Just what happened to Lever after turning nobody
quite seemed to know, after holding third place for most of
the race he disappenrei and arrived at the "Jolly" nearly an
hour after everyone else. Jorthy of special mention is
rhil's excellent performance which placed him fourth. FHe
would probnbly be aghast if referred to ns a veteran, but
somethinzg like sixteen years have elapsed since Phil rode
his first race - well done Philll Congrntulations nlso to
Arnold for nnother grandpiece of organisation:

3e

RESULT : -
l. Ae Je Pennill 1.29.36 54 Lo Tulip 1.35.56
2. K. Rutter 1.32.15 6. W.Cavanagh 1.40. 3
3. He Stevens 1.34.22 7. N. May 1.41.53
4e Po. Ao a. Jomes 1.34.57 8. K. Jordan 2. 1.44

9: E, Leaver 2.29. O

TEE OPEN "25" Of course we got the full 100 permitted

entries and also n few to spare and everything
went off in first-class style, even though the event was a
Second Class one.

kLt 8.01 a.m. on the morning of Aril 4th. Ken Perrins was des=
patched by the President to be followed by another 88 of the
competitors; conditions were fairly favourable, in-so-far-as

it did not rain and the wind did not reach gale force. Our
ovn did not fare too well, Ken Rutter and E. G. Moore, D. N. Sa
Ken packed at 18 miles, the remninder performed as follows:=

H, 5. Stevens  1.12.42 H. N. ¥ay 1.15.11,
We Crvnnagh 1.16.48 R. Gray 1.19.29 4
K. Jordon 1.18.2 R. Leaver 1.25.46 (72/min late)

Result shect of the event is enclosed but we must not end
without offering our sincere cangratulstions to the wimmer who
wns meking his very first competitive effort and our thanks to
4s Ce Viood for holding the second wntch.

ALCCIDENT OQur sympathies nare with K. Rutter who had a fall on
Fnllowfield track on Easter Monday nnd sustained
injuries which may keep him out of the game for n while.

FeReRehe Your Secretary, Racing Secretary and President

attended the N.R.R.4, Golden Jubilee luncheon
recently. There wns a goodly gnthering of old faces who we
were very plessed to see, but the vounger and more rctive gener-
ntion were nlmost entirely absent; record brenking is » great
game which does not seem to nppeal to current rncing men - too
many "opens" it is said but we think that exvense has something
to do with it.

OVERSEAS - SPECIAL NOTICE  Stan Heeley is renlly going to

Cannda next month - he promises
one finnl run nt least and we want a good turn out for the
parting ceremonies at Gawsworth on May 9th. NOTE the date.

FEW MELBER: R. Gray, 10 George Street, Levenshulme.

Other notes on the above pages; K Rutter had a bad crash riding at Fallowfield track and Stan
Heeley confirms that he is emigrating to Canada. There was a good turnout for Stan’s leaving
do as can be seen by the photo below taken at Gawsworth on 9" May 1948.

Farewell to Stan Heeley.
Gawsworth., May 9th 1948,

From the June 1948 Journal;

“Hail and Farewell. On 9" May, 22 members assembled at Gawsworth for lunch and to say au
revoir to Stan Heeley who has since left these shores for Canada and, | suspect, the lady of his
choice. To mark the occasion, and to indicate in some small way our appreciation,

presentation of a Swan pen was made, the cost of which had been subscribed by his fellow
members. Probably we will never see Stan again but we each and everyone hope that success
will crown all his ventures.” See Journal page below;
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HAIL, AND FAREVELL: On 9th May, 22 members assembled at Gawsworth -
for lunch and to say au revoir to Stan Heeley
who has since left these shores for Canad and, we suspect, the
ledy of his choice. To mnrk the occasion, and to indicate in
some small way our appreciation, presentation of a Swan Pen was
made, the cost of which had been subscribed by his fellow members.
Probably we will never see Sten agnin but we each and everyone
hope that he will find his new life, and home, to his liking
and that success will crown all his ventures. Stan has alwnys
been a good clubman and n good sport, the less we say about his
racing perhaps the better, but he tried, and although his suffer-
ings in quest of speed must have Been terrible in their duration,
by some queer kink of nature so coamon to cyelists, he enjoyed
himself. We will miss him from our club runs but if we know any-
thing at all about Stan the formation of a Canadian Branch of the
club is already planned. . - :

MAC .

CLUB "25": Many pleasant memories came flooding back to me - and

- I feel sure to many other in the Club - on the morning
of the "25", for with only Manchester Wheelers' sharing the course,
we once more used those lanes round Byley which have been our 3
happy hunting ground for so many club events Wefore the wnr. The
morning was typical of the time of the year, ®lustery and a little
cold, nnd was voted by everybody to be "hard". With old-timers
getting fit again and newcomers feeling the urge the event promised
0 be interesting. Half-way times showed Arnold to haye establish-
ed a lead of 30 secs. over Lance, with Harry and new-member
Jackson in the offing. Coming back Lance tried herd to meke it up
but Arnold held on and finished & worthy winner in 1-10-56.
Probably most outstanding ride wns that of Ray Leaver who well and
truly eonfounded the Hondicapper with a time of 1-11-37 and an
allowance of 6% mins. (No doubt such contemps will be duly punished) .
Aynold tock a well merited second and evergreen Phil who has been
figuring in prize-lists for as long as I can remember bowled along
quite merrily into thir place.

Cebati = 5
Here are the details: ;

°  Actual Handica
1. R. Leaver ' 353 A U T‘S—T—E 3rd fastest
2. A+ J. Pennill 1.10.56 1.8.56 1st fastest
3. Po As Jomes 21,1358 1.10.8
-4, H. E. Jackson 131217 31037
5. He Ee Lloyd 1.11.47 50T
6. He S. Stevens 1513522 13052 3 >
7+ Les Pulip 1.11.10 1.11.10 2nd fastest
8. H. N. May 1.14.55 1.31.26
9. W, Cavanagh 1.16.32 T.11.32~

Gray, Moore and Perrins did not start. K. Jordan D.N.F.

Above, the report of the Club 25 in April 1948 written by Charlie Haines and the photo below
taken after.




April 1948 and Bert Jenkinson writes this report of his first tours with the Withington —

the Easter Tour to Bala and then a couple of days at Whitsun to catch the Anfield 100 on Whit
Monday.

TOURING WITF WITHINGTON: It ws with qualms that on Good Friday
the writer ventured with his first
fiithington tour, the venue being Bula. Arriving at the White Hart
at 9.30 to meet Karl, Lrnce and young Bill Cawnnogh, soon Arnold
ceme dnshing up with Eric lnst as usual. My henrt sank - three

rncing men ~nd kst but not lenst Eric to whom anything might happen.

Bill's remirk that he was coming as fnr as Chester for a Bash,
‘seomed e lnst straw. Doing o little quick thinking I jumped to
the front hoping that the others would be content to drop in
behind my more sedate pace. For some reason which for the life of
me I do not know, we got to Northwich with Eric nnd myself still
to the fore but a suggestion of elevenses was n signnl for all to
dismount, Off we set agnin and o little later saw nmlpassed n few
Ravens nnd duly arrived in Chester for a good lunch. Afterwnrds
Bill departed homewnrds nnd judging by the vmy he started would
arrive nbout 3 p.m. From Chester the rond is of the usunl Welsh
woriety, up nnd dowm, but more ups than downs, after some laboured
riding ond wnlking-cum-pushing we nrrived nt Bala nnd what n feed
we hid! Saturday nnd Sundny saw us ngain in the saddles although
cuite a time vms spent out of them - oh those hills! To srnold's
disjust my genr went all hay-wire 2nd some drastic link removals
were mecess ry - those blinking hills nnd no bottom gear.

made at ‘thit. so Eric and I decided to start om Saturday and
stay at Middlewich. In really lovely weanther Wwe pottered
nlong nnd found time to lock ot the shoe shops in Wilmslow -
Eric h-ving been dnepired by the weather to go in for sandals.
We were soon fixed up at Middlewich and later called at the
Mihite Benr" where Eric fell for ome of the local "Bints".
Sundny morning saw the arrivnl of the others (¥ac has snid
ther "Picked us up" - really we are not that kind of fellows).
At Shrewsbury rooms had been boaked for Harry, Armold, Fred
and Ray; Mac wns lucky, he got fixed up with them, Nev, Eric
ans I were offered a double bed but after thinking it over
we decided that the might wns hot it wns more than we could
stand. From this point we went nll snooty and fixed up at

a "Primte Aotel" - after a change and a meal we met the

rest of the party to be greeted with criesef "Spiv" ete.

this is put down mainly to Nev's canary pullover and our
crensed flannels. Under Mac's guidance - rumour had it he
once did n bit of courting round here - we viewed the

benuty spots (and the Benuties) and later the places of
grenter interest. ibout 10.30 p.m. we lost Eric, having .
already lost Mac, Harry and Arnold, but decided to leave

him to his fate and retire. Erie turned up just as we settled
and was in his more playful mood but after the usual turning
out of bed, pence agnin reigned.

Mondny saw us ready to return, Lence hnd n dote ~nd wanted to be
home enrly, 4rnold also appenred to be in 1 hurry, 9-45 saw the
start ~nd 9-50 the tnil ends of Lonce nnd Arnold, the rest of us
pottered along finally arriving home ot 10 p.m. after many stops
for clevenses, threeses, ices and nnything else that called for
a stop. Having conquered Easter I felt some effort should be

Morning snw us nt the Anfield "10C" just in time to cheer
Harry in his finnl effort nnd nfter lunch we found the racing
men showing no signs of getting under way and, heartlessly,
we left them. So wns Easter and Whit - could anvthing be
better, perfect weather and the compnmytii Will we ever
forget Baln, that feeling after solidly gorging n wonderful
Dinn er-cum-Tea-cum-Supoer which left one so helpless that

we could hardly crawl upstairs. Shrewsbury - that window
with a view and other possibilities so welcomed by Nev and
Bric, Bert alas finds other amusements. B.J.

ey

Club 50 on 13" June 1948; 13 entries, 12 starters, 6 finished, Lance fastest and does a PB....

CLUB "50" The "50" was run in conjunction with M.& D.T.4.
S and as the "Met" man has promised, the morning
davmed fine and warm with hardly a breeze. Conditions seemed
jdenl and with Lance and Harry aporoaching best form, Arnold
keen to make amends for recent failings, Ray Leaver's run

awny victory in the "25", Ken Rutter fit agnin after his accid-
ent, whispers of secret training by the Treasurer, Nev. and
Steve improving, evergreen Phill slways a danger and threatened
come-back by Eric Martin, the stage locked set for n good race.
Harry was first men off and set such a cracking prce that he
arrived ot the 16 mile point - where Jim was to_hnx}d up the

drinks plus a very welcome s - in such good time he caught

Jim with his Peel Green Special still in the Cocktail Shaker.
Although the morning was favourable to fast times , the not-so-fit
?ound conditions sticky and Ken Rutter packed early on. The dis=-
¢ase was infectious by half way, Bill Cavanagh, the two Erics and
farl had all decided to give in. However the 34-% mile check showed
<he rest of the field moving well with jount scratch man Lance lead-
ing in 1.37.33 with Harry loocking more comfortable only 27 secs.
slower. Nev. was an easy leader on the handicap but with 15 miles
%0 go one wondered if he could hang on against the strong challenge
’rom the scratch men. As for the others it was obvious Arnold had
rot yet found form being nearly 3 mins. down on the leaders. Om '
tre return at 43 miles Lance had increased his lead clocking 2.2.0.
L¥nold had slipped further back, Phil and Steve were obviously be-
ginning to struggle but Harry Jackson and Nev. were still strong.
Jver these last seven miles Harry “ried all he knew to displace
sance who ran out a worthy winner by 39 secs. Nev. taking first
nandicap with a well judged race. :
longratulations to Lance on a fine performamce - 2 personal best -
so Harry, his fastest since pre-war - to Nev. for confounding the
anndicapper, a word of praise also to the Handicapper-md also to
Avthur Wood for holding thei: watchs

347 m. 43m. Actual Handicap
H. N, llay 1‘42.20 2.6040 2.25.17

e Lo Tulip 1.37.33 2.1.0 2422442 2.22.42
:‘. H.E.Jackson 1.42.30 2.6-53 2.28.18 2.23018
ty H. E. Lloyd 1.38.0 242.0 2423421 2.23.21
e A Je Pennill 1.40.10 226635 - 2029417 2428447
3. H. S. Stevens 1.42.15 2.8.10 2.32,51 2.,28.51
&

2ay Leaver D.N.S. K. Rutter, W. Cavanagh. E. G. Moore, E. Martin,
>, A Jones and K. Jordan D.N.F. : H.B.

(¥}

The club aloum was conceived by Arnold Pennill and we will always be grateful to him for
having the foresight to know that the Withington Wheelers were at the start of something that
would last. Arnold even went to the trouble of taking photographs of most of the racing



members. Below are (top row) Lance Tulip, Haydn Stevens, Alf Isherwood,
and (bottom row) Harry Lloyd, Harry Jackson, Cyril Knott

H, E, Jackson,

In the Club 100 on 18" July 1948 Arnold Pennill was fastest recording 5.04.20. Haydn
Stevens riding his first 100 recorded 5.11.55 and won first handicap (the handicap time should
read 4.55.55 not 5.55.55)
CLUB M™100"  With six members coming under timekeeper's orders,
several other stationed st strategic points on the
course, # thin drizzle and - believe it or not - absolutely no
wind, so commenced this year's club trial at the century distance.
But the lack of breeze was not to the riders' liking (what con-
ditions ever are?) for it was found to be gquite hard going all
the way round, although the rain did stop for the latter half.
Harry Lloyd was to find that it was not his day and after having
trouble with his rear hub gave it best at 48 miles. Neville fell
by the wayside at 6lm, whilst Lance, having made a fast start,
began to "die" at half way and finally retired at 72m. Of the
threc survisors, Hayden Stevens, attempting his first ride at
the distance, undoubtedly did the best performance of the day
scoring a popular and well deserved handicap win - nice work
Steve. Arnold finished fastest and would have been much closer
to evens if he had not 'had to change 2 tyre with less then 5 miles
to go. Harry Jackson wes the only other finisher with his best
for several years and gained third handicap, Arnold taking second
in ~ddition to "fastest". Great work vas done bv the feeding
section, lead by Messrs. Forbes, Mayson and Bert Burton, who :
visited most parts of the course during their gastronomical wander-
ings whilst others did their part in checking our omm and 50 odd
riders from other clubs. Svpecial mention must be made of Jim's
petites-musettes - we'll be affiliating to the B.L.R.C. nextil
which certainly simplified the handing up of eats: -

Result: Actual H'cp
1. H. S. Stevens 5.11.55 . 555456
2. A, J. Pennill 5. 4.20 5.4.20 Fastest
3. H. E. Jackson 5.25.36 5.15.36

H., B, Lloyd, H, N. May and L. Tulip D.N.F. E. G. Moore D.N.S.



The photo aside shows Arnold Pennill in
classic racing pose with spare tub around his
shoulders. In the Club 12 Hour in August
1948, Arnold, Lance, Haydn and Ray
Leaver went head to head to decide the
outcome of the 1948 Club Championship.
Unfortunately Arnold “managed a spill quite |
early on and appeared a gory mess for the
rest of the day but nevertheless persisted to
the end” and recorded 207 miles.

Ray Leaver finished with 194 miles and
Haydn Stevens 209 miles.

It was Lance who took the honours with a
fine ride of 223 miles 5 furlongs. Not only
was this the greatest distance ridden in the :
Club 12’ but Lance also won the handicap, a standard medal, broke the Withington Wheelers
Club Record put himself at the top of the Championship table and placed him sixth in the
M&DTTA 12 Hour. Nev May, Harry Lloyd and Ken Perrins all packed around the 100 mile
mark and were DNF. The club turned out in force at Middlewich, a couple of dozen eating in
relays and odd members did other things to assist in the promotion.

A, J.Pennill S8

Quickly following on the 12 Hour record of 223 miles Lance Tulip made sure of further
honours by riding 50 miles in 2.15.52 to set up new figures. The September 1948 Journal
states “we look forward to still further beatings of the old figures now that lance has found his
speed legs”.

In the final 50 of the year, on 19" September 1948 it was Arnold Pennill who was fastest but
Haydn Stevens pipped him to the handicap award......

CLUB "5 Promise of an interesting race in the fiml "50" wos spoild
by four of the twelve entrants failing to keep their dots with the
timckeeper, and two of them being late in their eappoininent, TFour of
the starters found tho hard morming just a little (perbaps a lot')
too grim, leoving only four stalworts to contest the prizo-list, Lanc
Lance storted late, and finding that cfforts to rogain lost 'b..ms werc
not having the desired effect, "relled in' from the last turn.

Arnold made fastest time but was pipped for first hanlicap by Steve,
who thus consolidntes his lea? im Thi Honlicap Charpisnship, Bill
Groy did very well for his second cvent, looking checrful all the way

round, and tock third handicap eaword.

Harry, Bill ond Waltcr offici-

ated at the thrce dead turns, and Jin and.Bert agnin throw up

and drinks, Nev:ﬂl, Ken,

Hoxry Jackson and Horry Burton threw in the
Ken (33n)

spcmgea Korl, Ray and Bill Cavanagh a:w. not staxrt

Lance (4im 5sto.z-ted 1ate, ;

‘ Aotual, Hop. Nett.
5 1. H, S. Stevens 2 29 20 93 2 19 50
i 2, A, J, Pemnill g 35 7 2 20 37
| 3. R. GCray. 2 41 28 _16 2 25 28
f L., L, Tulip 2 3 55 SCR 2 34 55

In September seven members set off on a tour of Devonshire. .......




TOURING _IN DEVONSHIRE. The reasons people eleot to go touring
arc nony ond voried - and often inexplicable. Perhaps there is a
delight in visiting end exploring new placcs = of geographic,
istoric or mersonal intcrest; or there is the benefit to be found
in change of adr; the satisfootion (74 ©f an astronomical accurulat-
ion of miles; then there is the pleasurc of good companions, or nay-=
e the nostalgia of revisiting old familiar ploces, It may have
heen none of these reasons, or it may hove been 211, that induced no
loss than seven members of the club to wiiertoke a tour of the West
Gountry this year, Tius it was that instcad of meeting at Cheadle,
a "elub run duly set forth from 'neath the Clifton Suspension at
Bristol,

The vanguard, consisting of Bill Williomson, Harry Burton

Novill an Erio, hod errived at Bristol via Stord, Wolverhampton and
nloucester = nob forgetting "B.R." =~ hoving started from home on
the Priday evening, The remoinder = Bert, Ted and Walter «~ had
trovelled overnight by troin, From Bristol the first port of call

for the night was Bridgwater, where accarilation wos dteined,
surprisingly cnough, at the same house in which a member of a previoms
towe mode o nome for himself. On this occosion history did not ., -
soraond itsclf, however, After Bridgwater, our route lay via Dunstex,
orlock ol its counterpart Combisbury, %o Lymouth, Barnstaple,
Bideford and Clovelly where our ways ported, Bert, Bill and Walter
having a fortnight to spore, proceeded into corwall, the remainder
returning to Bideford and so to Ilfracamnbe, the jouwrney back to
Bristol being completod by stcomer = quite a pleasant voxrintion, at
the some time obviating the struggle back up Countisbury etc.
One of the obvious advantages of an unplanned tour is that one is able to vary one's journey and

itinerary at will. Thus we were able to break our journey at Bideford when we arrived on

Caxnivael Dey, One of the obwiogus discdvantages, however, is that of
obtaining accomodation, and naturally enough, with a fairly lorge
party as we were, diffioculties &id ocowr, as we discovered in
Lymmouth, Fortunately we wore never driven to the extremeo of boums
or hedges for our beds, although Nevill and Erio were very near to 1
on the Saturday evening om the woy home, A large touring party also
suffers from temperoment, and indeed it would be a strange body that
wos of one mind, There are those who would fain stick to tje King's
Highway come what may, whilst there are those who would prefer to ge
the more nrduous way along the stony trock from Lyntom through the
Valley of Rocks and Woody to Hunter's Inn, as did Horry and Eric
on the way to Barnataple, though the going was tough and stony,
the constal scenery was well worth the offort involved. Similaxly
with the Lobby Drive into Clovelly, with its attendant coastal views
and. scencry, ,cven though sixpence was charged for the "privilege",

Other memories that remein are the PUSH up Porlock; the
arrant camercialisation of Lymmouth, Clovelly ond other beauty spot:
Ted examining microscopicelly his bedding at the tronsport cafe in
Bristol where we spent the night after a late arrival off the boat
from Ilfracombe; the Victoris plums Nevill and Eric consumed neox
Worcester, But these are the things that make tours worthwhile,
Whot beoome of the trio in Corrmmll time will maybe tell, Until thex
we oould do worse than refresh our memeries with the help of "Lorma
Doone” and "Wostword Ho* ond see what bits ef the West Country we
overlooked,



Club 25 - Record entry of 16 for the final event of the season was reduced to 12 staters
all of whom finished - another record! The morning's dampness, it could hardly be call-
ed rain, cleared just before the first man was despatched

and chief enterest was in the Tuli'p/Pennil duel and the
Forbes c ane-back. Lance was fastest with a ride more in keep-
ing with his 50 mile times and Arnold also improved to finish
Just a 1little slower than the minute the handicapper had allow-
ed him, in secornd place. Stevens made sure of the Handicap
Trophy, finishing third fastest which also gave him second
place in the handicap - but surely the ride of the day was
Jim's who confounded the Handicapper's close study of form
to make fourth fastest time and demolish the hardicap. The

The final race
of the year
before the hill
climb was the
second Club 25
on 3" October
1948. This was
notable for Jim
Forbes’ come-

full result returned by the President was:- back after
ﬁ". 25m H'cap Net WWIL.

1. g. gé Forbes 38.45 - 1.12.27 7 1.5.27 Hayden Stevens
315 Tu«ﬂr;ns 22..38 :lt.lé.;b 5 1.6.18 secured the

i+ E. E. Jackson T e ey Handicap

B e 50 e A2 1 1.6.58 Trophy with his
- Horbert Burtiad 40,45  1.15.45 8 i.’,é ride in the Club

- Harry Burton 41,30  1.16.15 8 1.8 25 (the

9. W. Cavanagh : +8.15
" iy g 41. 0  1.15.52 75 1.8.22 -
orhde ge ber 41, 0 = 1.17.52 9 1.8.5o Handicap
Ta o Asdiareing 40.30  1.16.32 74 1.9, 2 Trophy would

: 41. O 1.19.37 ;i A Il

Fastest time: L. Tulip ! eventually
i s e .*ttti$tt*$$*-$ttt become the
BueAeRe le Le Tulip 19.94 m.p.h. Handicap Cup
— 2. A.J.Pemmill 19.55 " 1.T‘t—Lﬁ.s Gvens 10h 50m 44s Harry Lloyd

3. HE.Lloyd 19.31 "
4¢ He Stevens 19.01 "

2. A.J.Pennill 11h Om 42s Trophy which
continues in the
same format to
this day).

Also noted at the bottom of the page is the fact that Lance is the 1948 Club BAR Champion.
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Au revoir

After Stan Heeley emigrated to Canada in may 1948 a number of members decided to follow
suit and set off for shores afar.

Founder member Eric Martin sailed to South Africa Journal in September 1948. “Eric was
one of the small band who founded the club in 1931 and up to the outbreak of war was a
staunch supporter of all club fixtures — one of the type who never let you down.....That we
will miss him goes without saying but he will continue his membership and help to carry the
fame of the Withington Wheelers to distant lands”.

The March/April Journal then records another departure.... “It is becoming almost a regular
feature to announce the departure of a member to overseas destinations and this time we have
to say au revoir — but not goodbye - to our old stalwart Phil Jones who has already left these
shores to join his old friend Eric Martin in South Africa. Phil was one of our earliest
members, joining the club in 1932 and since then has, we think, figured more in the club prize
lists than any other member — nothing could keep him down...... But racing was not the only
attraction that cycling gave to Phil for he was a most ardent tourist having covered almost all
corners of this land of ours and also large slices of the continent. We can do no more at this
stage but to record our appreciation of Phil’s services to the club, to assure him that he will be
missed and to wish him every success in his new field of ventures; may his wheels continue to
turn in the same old way although the roads may be different.”

Pens were presented to Stan, Eric and Phil; «“.....and we hope by its aid (the pen that is) to be
able to record in later issues some of the adventures of our South African section”

The same journal records that Bill Cavanagh was called up for National Service....”we only
wish that times were not such as compels our young men to spend a year of their youth under
such circumstances. However time soon passes and we hope to see Bill back up the road
before long”.



1949

“After some difficulty it has finally been found possible to hold the Annual Dinner and Prize
Distribution at Southern Hotel, Mauldeth Road West on Wednesday 9" February. Tickets will
be 8/6 per head and all arrangements are in the capable hands of JE Forbes, 229 Peel Green
Road, Peel Green Eccles”.

Charlie Haines then reports in the March Journal “...it was without doubt the best we ever
held and showed that the club has more than repaired it’s old pre-war vigour and enthusiasm”.

3 4,
CLUB DINNER This year'!s Club Dinner at Southern Hotel must have
T been a source of satisfaction to all members and
particularly to those older omes who had, during the war, seen
it reduced to a purely nomincal existance. For it was, without
a doubt, the best we have ever held and showed that the Club has
more than repaired it's old pre-war vigour and enthusiasm.
Sixty eight sat down to dimner and among the guests and visitors
were representatives of Abbotsford Park, Altrincham Ravens,
Cheshire Rosds, Clarion snd Manchester Wheelers, with the grati-
fying addition of relatives and friends. It was a great pity
that on such an evening our President should be unable to attend
because of sickness and through Mrs. MacQueen who was present,
were conveyed the best wishes of all for his rapid recovery.

Jim, already overburdened with worries for the evening,
stepped into the breach s presided with. customary geniality.

Arnold started the ball rolling with-a toast to the visitors
and remined us of the three members now overseas whose thoughts
no doubt, often wander back to the Club. v;bore of the Clariomn
replied and promised to again relieve us of worries about teem
prizes for the Hill-Climb by forecasting this year's winners,

In proposing the Prize Wimmers, Bert Burtmi gave us an admirable
analysis of racing men in general and ours in particular to which
Lance replied with chéracteristic modesty. At this point a very
pleasing gesture of friendship was made by "Knocker" Hartley who
added his own unofficial toast of "The Club"and told us how much °
he liked being among us. Allen then read the citation which accom-
panies Jim's award of the Memorial Trophy and its eulogies can
best be summed up in the words of one spesker who said "we

do not Imow what the club would do without him".

Followed the Prize Distribution by Mrs. MacQueen with
 Abbotsford and Clarion as "Open" winners and Lance and Steve
of eurs being the "Lioms" of the ew . “After this came the
entertainment. Time was regrettably all too short, but into the
hour or so which remained Jim, his concert perty friends and
"Knocker" orammed as liberal and varied a helping of entertain-
ment as has been our lot for many a day. A whole glagey of tal-
ent was presented to us - voluptuous prima-dommas vied with
dancers ?:ome young and charming, others superannuated and
knobbly) whilst that fine old melodrama "Little Nell" was played
to the traditional of hisses, groans and cheers. So on to
"gnockers" inevitable "Digging up the Road" and Auld Lang Syne

to round off a truly memorable evening. =

The winter of 1949 saw the revival of the Withy Rough Ride, today it would be called cyclo-
cross, the obstacles like railway sleepers and drainpipes strewn around the course were given
names like ‘Pennill’s Penance’, ‘Burton’s Bonk’ and ‘Tulip’s Trek’. Mud aplenty was the
order of the day .....

... ’the rain had already done its work and the course was in prime condition....”



THE ROUGH RIDE The Chinese have long been famous for a little -
thing called "The Death of a Thousand Cuts",

and generation after generation of Britons have silently bowed
their heads in shame when comparing such finesse with the ham-
fisted rack and thumbscrew of our own ancestors. Happily

that is now all over . . . all those amateurish medieval efforts
have been surpassed. The revival of the Withington Rough Ride
will really give the Chinks a run for their money in the matter
of torture refinement.

Conditions for the ordeal were perfect. The day dawned
fine and dull, but the rain had already done it's work and the
course was in prime condition. So the hearts & the sinister
course markers were gladdened and they went about gaily fling-
ing railway sleepers, drain pipes and othr obstacles about in
fine, frece and careless rapture. A remarkable variety of
exigencies had so depleted a record entry that a mere seven
quivering victims presented themselves for sacrifice and were
duly despatched by Adrian Mayson at two minute intervals.
When the last man was home, seven mudlarks were soon wallow-
ing in hot water, amid splashing and towelling, "Broad Street"
was voted fearsome enough, but "Pennillt's Penance" was undoubt-
edly the piece de resistance. Whecl spin, reducing forward

movement to zero, was the bogey of the bog, an@ this together
with "Burton's Bonk" immediately afterwards made "Canal Straight"
with its choicc of ‘2 watery grave to the rigcht or o hundred foot
drop to the left, a comparative breathing space before the sunk-
en sleepers of "Tulip's Trek". In spite of the arduous condi-
tions there were few casualities. Several nearly lost their foot-
gear in the mud, and Karl did lose his bearings, but the only
mechanical trouble fell upon Jack Kennedy who had to beat off a
cowardly attack from his rear mud-guard which somchow managed to
wrap itscif round his legs. Lance-was outstanding and led the
field by all but two minutes. Jim in spiked running shoes was a
surprisc second, and Ray who finished strongly, fairly flinging
himself over "Heavens Gate" and decerding "Tumble Dowmn" like an
express train, was on his heels to take third prize.

In the pleasant! warmth and welcome of Arnold's Fram, even the
coumpetitors became mellowed and dinner was a festive affair, the
centre-piece being a handsome iced cake suitably irseribcd, which,
after a few well chosen words, was ceremoniously cut by the victor.
So at the last, ridors, helpers and spectators agreed that it had
been a memorable occasion, and there is felt to be no truth in
the rumour that one of the leaders will select a large scale map
of Bosley area for his prisc wit the intention of roasting it
over a slow fire and wntching it curl. The Timekeepers holding
a battery of five watches, four of which would have made the Kew
horologers turn in their graves, returned the following:-

Min. Sec.
Yo Ealayp s e 23 26
20 Ja E. ForbCS P 25 25
3. Rl Leﬂ.ver o oo 25 30
Ao Rz de. Pornidl 5 25 37
be. Ko Porrins ¢i e 28 00
6% K JOordon ¢ = o9 32 32

_ 7¢. Jo Kermedy oo oo 32 56 4

32 Entered (7) 7 started. 7 finished. AJM.

In March 1949 several Withington Wheelers rode the Manchester Roads CC Open Medium
Gear 25 — Gears must be under 72” (ie Machines must not travel more than 18’ 11”” with one
revolution of the cranks). It was a cold icy morning and with first man off at 8.01, an
anonymous poem appeared in the Withington Journal in May (“In Painful Memory”below), it
also worthwhile showing the start sheet as the course was the old J1 run on the East
Lancashire Road with a turn in the road on Newton Road, the A572. The Good Old Days eh!



IN PAINFUL MEMORY

Manchester Roads decided to run
Their Medium Gear on Course Jl.
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The photo on the right above is Jim Forbes being pushed off by Adrian Mayson at the start of
the Hilly 25 outside the Jolly Carter in Chapel-en-le-Frith, with Ron McQueen timing.

The photo above on the left shows Haydn Stevens starting in the Club 25 with Jim Forbes
pushing off and Ron McQueen timing. Lance & Edna Tulip observe on the right of the
picture. Here’s the report of the Club 25;

Lance Tulip was now leading the way in most of the Withington events although he nearly
got his gearing wrong for this race “mashing an ‘86’ by mistake”.

I P o

CLUB "25" It cannot be denied that for racing we have had more

- __than our fair weather, although Manchester Wheelerst'
undoubtedly surpass us in this mtter. So when the two clubs
decided to run their 25 mile events soon after each other it was
no surprise when the weather proved cold and windy, with the
addition of rain soon after Mac had said "go" to the last of our
eleven starters, '

After the wind assisted first leg Arnold was leading by
seconds from Lance and Harry Lloyd, with Ray, Karl and Harry
Jackson in close attendance. At the turn times showed Lance to
have established a 25 sec, lead on Karl with Arnold at 45 secs.
and Lloydy at 57 secs, Then Lance, mashing an *86' by mistake,
at last managed to get his gear turning and by 203 miles had ,
difinitely forged ahead, Harry moved up to second position, Im 50s
slower, with Arnold 3 secs awny with Harry Jackson and Karl at
3m 20s. Meanwhile Ken and Ray had retired. Over the last
agonising four miles Lance remanined strong enough to pull
another few seconds out of Harry. The other Harry displaced
Arnold from third position whilst Karl faded very badly and
lost ground to the extent of same four mins. on the leader. In
the handicap it wns pleasing to see Harry Lloyd, after some very
near misses, occupying the premier position. Harry Jackson must
also be complimented on his second position in this section ...

a fine ride, after his accident a few days previous to the event.
Lance's time was good for the day and sufficient to gain him
third handicap as well as fastest time ~mward. Les and Jack were
unfortunate in choosing such a day for their first speed efforts,
but performed creditably under the circumstances.

Turn H'ca Actual Fet
H.o E. Lloyd 39.52 ‘TI'E T.12.58  1.8.28

H.E.Jackson . 40.50 4 1.15.53 1.9.53

L. Tulip 38,55 Ser 1.10.36 1.10.36

J. E. Forbes 42,22 6 1.18,20 1.12.20

ﬁ' g. gennill 39,40 1 1.13.55 1.12.55

L !' 39. . . -

i, SFells 4592 % 1:35:83  1:13:83

H.Stevens 44,20 | 4 1:18.98 = 114285 -

J.Kennedy 44.45 7 1.29.10 1.22.10 A.J P
* % % ¥ ¥ ¥ % % % % ele

The racing events came thick and fast in 1949, following the M&DTTA
date fixing “a very heavy programme of events arranged consisting of 32
X 25s, 3 x 30s, 12 x 50s, 6 x 100s, 2 x 12 Hours and 2 hill climbs, and on
top of this massive total room has to be found for club events!”

In August 1949 the Fred Wheeler Trophy was presented to the club by
Fred’s parents who had been killed in the Salerno landings in Italy. At a
Committee Meeting it was decided that the trophy would be competed for
annually in the Club 100. Fred Wheeler was of course killed at the
Salerno landings in 1942.

Fred Wheeler




BASTER IN THE LAKES Once again with Enster came thoughts of
touring and for our third post-war Baster
our destination wns Lakeland. Our party of five, Arnold, Steve,
Harry, Karl and Lance setting off in glorious morning sunshine
and, with a cool breeze behind we had 1ittle trouble in reach-
ing curlunch venue at Brock. Replenished we agnin faced the
north nnd with the Fylde in lovely contrast with Bowland we
sped on to Lancaster. Here Armold collapsed an the steps of an
ice cream shop, whilst Steve cast glances at much better
fair(ies). With the sun at its hottest we reached Kendal where
rising fells were becoming prominent and, having time to spare,
who counld resist tea at Brathwnites? Ambleside was reached with
a gleaming view of Lake Windermere and with ndded zest we
arrived at Race Cottage in high spirits. After cleaning the
day's grime from ourselves, dimer wns awaiting attention, a
splendid affair in which there were four "packers" leaving
Steve to finish alone. So came the end of o perfect day. With
morning came news of spoke breakages and trueing necessary, this
luckily being the only mechanical trouble we encountered. Awny
to a lato start we set off on the rcad to Keswick, by the thickly
follinged road to Rydal Wipter and Grasmore which afforded views
of perfect contentment with the village of Grasmere straddling
the sharply turning road in haphazard marmer, here we canc to
our first climb with Thirlmere coming into view overshaddowed
by the heights of Helvellyn. Dimmer at Keswick brought more
ices and photogrmphs of Derwentwater to say nothing of close
inspection of three ancient pioncers of our pastime complete
with hammock saddles. With a cloudy sky threatening rain it
was decided that the Troutbrede - Kirkstone Pass be the route
to take., By the sides of Skiddaw and Saddleback, their tops in
the mist, the going was easy until turning towards Patterdale
a wind was to be reckoned with. After a series of climbs, the
first few spots of rain brought a chorus of woes for tea. A
wolcome break nnd the rain over we skirted Ullswater and
Brotherswnter to do Kirkstone in style. Such style that when

Shrowsbury Weck-end
The 1948 weckend at the Anfield "100" having beceme notorious
for a hectic and jolly week-end, induced 3.few of us to arrange a
similar event this year. The original idea wns for Walter, Bert,
Teddie and Eric to spend Scturday night at Whitchurch, Nev. and
Harold to collect them on Sunday morning. Digs were a bit of a
quandry, two or three attempts being made to bodk in advance with-
out success, Harold however had his scouts out and found the
necessary at a really old fashicned Hotel, sloping floors, etc.,
and whilst perfectly sober. For some reasom or other Eric failed
to put in an appearance (maybe he was courting - maybe we under-
stand she goes home ot week-endsi! Wo Eric but 1o and behold up
turned Harry complete with sprints and not much else. A few dis-
crect enquiries resulted in the informetion that he too was going
to Salop - just for a ridet! Deep in our hearts we hoped for an
easy ride for the weather made 10 m.p.h. just a nice specd. Forti-
fied with one or two cups of tea we were on our wny on to Nantwich,
Harry in front gassing with Nev. and thé more these blokes talk the
faster they ride and Nantwich was reached with Bert and Harold
hanging on by the skin of their teeth. Teddie, bless his heart,
continue, the pace got hotter and‘this wns supposed to be a tour-
ing week-end not evon a Club run, ther Harold got stitch, Bert
glad of any old excuse to fall off decided to wmit whilst he re-
covereds A short stop at the "Ancient Britom" and then to
Vhitchurch for a nice lunch with all the trimmings. We had a
laugh at the wnitress who could not work out six times 2/9.

Back to touring in April for the Easter Tour, this time it was “Easter in the Lakes”....

a toiling party finally stumbled over the top enveloped in mist
votes were for an early return. A breathtaking descent followed,
out of the mist with no time to lodk around, we arrived at the
very doorstep of our accammodation. Sunday saw us meandering
along Windermere taking snaps and the advantage of the slow
speed to vhich Steve had been reduced., After Newby Bridge
nppetites cnlled us to a halt at Hawkeshead, which is porhaps
the most picturesque of Lancashire villages. The sun nt it's
heighs and pleastnily hot, Conisten wns our source of interest,
taking a rough road over 2 rugged brow the prettiest of sights
lay before us, Torn Hoews, ite five suall lakes bathed in sun-
shine wms indeed@ worth the half hour's welk down a very stoney
track. Down to Coniston lake with the cool waters lapping
almost to tho road we made a complete circuit, with more stops
for snaps and reflections for here indeed is Lakeland splendour.
From Coniston to Elterwntcér with the 0ld Man rising gauntly over
us, a pamoramn of many fells in the background, Amblesidq again
welcomed use

With a splendid tea awaiting us it was appropriate to mention
the hospitality of our hostess, Mrs. Armer, who makes the
biggest pudding ever seen on one plate, never allowing us to
want in any way. A pity we could not do full justice to these
meals, only Steve nnd Karl grimly hanging on, saved the day.
Evening came and a stroll by the Lake and with fading light went
our last sight of the hills.

k In the morning a heavy mist shrouded the fells and after
breakfasting carly we made our wny homevards down the Lune
walley and Lancaster, our backs reluctantly turned on a2 happy
weck-end and no time was lost in pressing for home, to part com-
pany at Withington, left with many memories of Lakeland treas-
ures. "

Lance.
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And then Bert Jenkinson tells us about the Shrewsbury weekend at Whit Week.

Over lunch Walter and Bert made some tactful enquiries from
Harry if he really was going to Shrewsbury, witha forlorn hope
that he was pulling our legs, alas ourhopes werc dashed - he
wos going - so off wo went. The afterncon got hotter and hotter
sc did the paco, so did we, but to cut it short we arrived in
Salop at 4.30 when Harry said Choerio énd turned back. Now if
that was Harry's idea of a training run, why pick on the old men,
nevertheless we enjoyed his company apd was sorry he could not
stay. Aftor donning the glad rags we toured the towm and studied
form, Nov. missed his chance with o smashing waitress, there he
wns 211 dnshing in his canary pullover with socks to m:.xbch - the
apple of any fair maiden's eye - but perhaps he was thinking of
the farm and his pigs. We all pgathered the same impression that
this yenr there was something lacking, whether this was due to the
Anfiocld Dirmer at the Lion we do mot know but tho crowl of eyclists
cortainly did socem smaller, but maybe it was afterall the non- .
appearance of Epic. After Lunch on Mondny we docided to try the
Sports at Ellesmere, here we were pleasently robbed of 2/5 for
admission to a show that was not worth 3d., we wandered around,
watched a couple of so-called cycle races, paid another small
fortune for a cup of ten, went round the fair and won 2d. back
and then decided to collect our irons and be off to Whitchurch.
Handicappers are not to read past hore, just in case one or two
of us may be rash emough to enter races, but we burned up those
eleven miles in thirty-three minutes. Teddy locked 500 hot to be
canfortable, he had ridden in his wind jammer and nc one would
stop whilst he disrobed. After lunch we settled dovm to a more
steady pace to Middlowich, & quick drink and on_our way again and
five hungry blokos reached Wilmslow with nostnl!.a distended smel-
ling out fish and chip shops, however we werc disaprointed, maybe
Wilmslow is just a little too snooty %0 open on Whit Monday,

The Club 50 on 12" June was run in the M&DTTA event, result below. Herbert Burton took
first handicap by a mere 32 seconds from Arnold Pennill. The fastest ride of the day was even
closer with Arnold Pennill beating Lance Tulip by a mere 6 seconds.

The Club 100 (result right) on 10" July was also run in the M&DTTA event with Harry Lloyd
putting up fastest time just outside five hours.

The Club "50" Chief interest lay in the expected guttle for fastest Cclub "100"
time between Harry, Lance and Aynold, wmfortunntely v gr T
Harry punctured just before the start but with the rendy assistance 1. Re Gray §°18 25 40 &% 25
of Bert managed to change the tyre in nbout twice the normal time 2. Hbt, Burtm 5 22 0 3 4 47 0
and started late, n socond puncture at five miles reduced him to 3. Harry Burton 5 29 48 40 4 39 48
the ronks of the spectators. Lance had a slight lead in the early 4. He Ey Lloyd o § oy 1B I¥ =il
stagos but faded a littled to the finish allowing Arnold to make 5. H, Stevens 5 14 51 13- 65 1 81
up leewny and return fastest time which nlso gave him second 8. R. Leaver A 5 22 16 14 5 8 16
handicap. Steve, on a borrowed irom rode steadily to finish Handd T 3% i T T S o
third fastest. Bert Burton, out to prove there is 1ife in the SR TESERys ere remain only four eligible:
old DOG yet, did a excellent ride to snatch first prize, whilst 1. Herbert Burton e D 3
Harry plodded round to surprise the handicaprer a little, and 2. Harry Burton 7 1 13
himself & great deal, by taking third. As usunl Jim and Adrian- 3+ He Stevens T 24.X8
were out with the drinks and sponges and their Peel Green 4. R. Leaver T 88 44 .
Specials were doubly welcome on a hot and sticky morning - <
1. Herbert Burton RO s 7m 2 19 4 IR S T T
2. Ao Jo Pomnill 2 21 43 m 2 20 13 Up the road: Pondle Forest "™O00" A. J. Pernill -4 .56 2
3. Harry Burtam 2 39 25 18m 2 21 25 Southport "25" L. Tulip 1 629
4, Lo Tulip 2. 2L 49" "Ber "2 21" 49 He Leaver N (. -
3 5. H. Stevens 2 0 22 8m 2 22 22 J. E. Forber Y 30362
6. E. G. Moore 2. 46 49 17m 2 28 49
7. Re. Leaver 2 5656 27 5m 2 30 28

’ % % % % %% % %5 %k *

So onto the 12 Hour, again run in conjunction with the M&DTTA. Lance getting stronger in
every race finished fifth in the M&DTTA event, beat his own Withington club record.



THE CLUB M2" With eleven entries for the "12" we had every

prospect of a successful event and successful
it was, for not only did Lance beat his own new club record,
and was placed fifth in the M. & D.T.A. event, but the other
five finishers did highly creditable rides. Arnold started
No. 6 on & morning that gave promise of a good day to come

and after the first feeding station ag 84 miles was first om
the road, arriving at Middlewich (1033 miles) in 5§ hrs. 22 mins,
Lance, number 20, came round third with a time of 5-11, our
next best being Harry in 5-19, then Steve in 5-35, Bert taking
5-59, Karl 6-2 and Les 6-20. News came through that Ray Leaver
had piled up on a perfectly straight road at 46 miles and had
desisted having lost some skin from his arm; Harold Foulkes
was out by 72 miles with an inclination to remain standing for
same time. The survivors having all departed in the direction
of Chester we awanited news, first disaster being the retirement
of Karl within a mile of Vickers Cross - where he would have
been turned in any case - his reasons not being clear. Back
eventually to the finishing circuit, with Lance first man on
the rond, a position he had held since 110 miles where he
passed A.J.P,, with 230 miles in the bag. Harry lost a little

time with a puncture near the end and stopped with 10 secs. to

go at Astle, where the President was stationed with his watchos,
n total of 213m 3f. Arnold finished a little before this point
with a personal best of 217m. Steve samevhere around the cir-
cuit with 213m, then old bald head Burton with a really stupen-
dous performance of 207m and Les Skells with a gallant first

' effort of nearly 196 miles. The Handicapper locked anxiously

at his forecast, Lance had obviously finished at the top, but
beyond that he had a shattering blow, the aforesaid Bald Head
had jumped him again to take second place. Of course the Club
was out in force, not only did we cover our old post of
Middlewich but provided checkers in half a dozen other places
as well - we can fecl satisfaction in that we did a little
more than our bit to make the event a success. We cannot

. mame all who were around the course in the space at our dis-

posal but a few almost strangers deserve mention in the per-
sons of Bill Hall, Chas. Haines (who spent the day on a corner
with Dorothy!) and Bert Whitbread, now alas too fat to even
tricrele, Tt was a grand day.

Pos. fLeturl TH'op H'cp. Distance
DR, O s T 230.1 Ser 230417
2. Herbert Burton 207.2 19 226.2
3« A. Stevens .o 213.6 10 223.6
4. A. Je Pennill .. 217.5 4 221.5
5. He Lo Skells .. 195.7 25 220.7
6. He E. Lloyd .o 218.3 2 22043

He Burton takes Silver Standerd, He L. Skells Bronze Standard
E. G. Moore and R. Gray DeN.S. K. Jordan, R. Leaver & H.
Foulkes D.N.F.

This ride secured the 1949 Club Championship for Lance Tulip;

~ ROUNDER, Final kesult,

3. 5L, Tullp 217 15 4 44 36 230 1 20,706
2. H, E, Lloyd 2 17 50 4 53 47 225 5 20,330
5. 4. J,  Pennill 280 & 45 & &7 56 19,942
4, H, Stevens, 2 30 16 514 61 2136 18,945 ~
5, Hbt, Burton, 2 30 30 522 0 207 2 18,613

Thus for the second year running, Lance puts his
neme on the Harry Wilson.Cup, a well deserved winm, H
and. Arnold too have a had a better season, and it won't
be long.before "Steve" is moving up that list, <



The February 1950 Journal included an excellent review of the 1949 season which is here
reproduced in full. This Journal is the first Withington Wheelers Journal to include photos, in
this case, Lance Tulip, Club Champion and Herbert Burton, Handicap Trophy winner. The
photos are actually pasted into each individual Journal by hand, Ken Perrins the new Editor of
the Journal had clearly gone to a lot of trouble.

REVIEW OF THE 1949 SBEASON. This is the time, with >
a Erighf new calendnr on the wall announcing that we
have entered 1850, when journslists review the pnst and riders coming along, the Club will give an even better
_ contemplate the future, We are no cxeeption, so let us account of itself, i *

toke » look at the 1919 senson, 3 Of the remninder of the treock season little

It is usual to commence with "The sesson need be said, No cutstanding success was achieved, but
opcned bright witn promise," or some such phrase, but useful exverience was gained by several of our boys, &
it didn't, It opened with the Hilly 25, and the Start we hope to see some of them cmonmgst the prizes next
Shect, bearing only five nemes, gave no hint of what yeer, 2 £
greatly increased interest or record entries for club back up the road agein the season was well:
cvente lay shead, Of the five Spartans who-did battle under way, and the pattern for the Club Championship
with the Derbyshire hills, karch winds and Social - beginning to shape itself, The old guard of. Harry,
Season sluggishness, Arnold proved to be the fittest, Lance and Arnold were at it hommer and tongs, there

A couple of wecks later and our racing scason being little to choose between them at 50 nmiles,
proper commenced with the Novices '25', in which Karl, although Herry did earn the distinetion of: being the
the club's sole representative, starting No.1, rode 2 | only cne to beat 2 - 20 on Cheshire, Lance, however,
nicely-judged race to return a2 time of i:- 10, which | produccd the fastest 50 of the year with 2 - 17 - 15,
was good enough to give him fourth place, Avery fine | When the hundreds came round Arnold created
effort indeed, . . something of & sensation by going north and brecking

With the opening of the new Fallowfield track, | ° Club Record with a 4 - %, A fine ride, but it was not
it was natural that some of the boys should want to | record for long, for about this time, Lonce ran into
try out their speed end skill in this, to us, feirly devastating form nnd in the space of a few wecks broke
unfamilior branch of the racing geme, Nevertheless, it his own 12-hour record twice with rides of 2299& 230
wns not without a certain amount of trepidet:!.on that 2 | miles respectively, followed these by smashing Arnold's
team wes"entored for the National Teem Pursuif chemp- | 300 pecord with a 4 - 44, and then almost again beat
ionships, The doubts orose, not from any question as his own 12-hour rccord when he did a 22dk with an un-
40 whether we could win - we hgg_ no illusions - on fortunste late start of .11k minutes,

that score, but whether we couldjup a2 show, Fortunately & i35 -
our foers proved growndless. Idin Menoger Jim athercd  gor nin thas hin fine ride of 688§ miles omly Sises b
together his small band of enthusias{s;. and proeceeded o e tt of minutes hilst hi J.y °F

to put them, and himselfj through a scries ofigruelling E;cgm' o mahaer THAt drepi Vi = 00';)‘1&4 o
practise runs over: s measured 4,000 metres, on a little- alread;' ﬁgg:ged.h;gth z - 44 inctign;a;: £$2§§ 2

used rcad, the track being then still under construct- So once more Lance amexed the Harry wilson Cup

i > re tezken for each run, and the perform . .
;ggés g%mgss\cgecgmbimtion of riders’compared,p The t;m with a record average speed, with Herry second, also

fina1ly sclected to ride consisted of .Lance, Arncld | with & speed which would have been good enough to win
J;m z];]';g Kn%l, with Ken as reserve, and it was this tean | :gir gﬂmpionship in any previous season, end Arnold
i i e first round wi h - .

vé'}o‘;gthrolictél}mt!;;"OS;ding the o;;:gigign? ORI Now wl}a‘b of the notfso-fe‘st lads? Here too the
At the gun it wos seen that Kerl wes having interest was intense, for with the several new members

difficulty with his steering, being forced to retire Jain:h:lg in the frzj.y, m}d 2 number cf,.pl'e—wa.t" riders

imncdiately, so that we were a three-man teem from the emerging from sem..-retlrment{ the competition was keen

outset, Despite this, our boys rode courageously 2nd Most prmn}c;nt among the latter was Bert Burton

well, changing beautifully, kut the handicap was too who caue}x? the handicapper napping in 1;!*.e first Clut 50

great, ond the AbbotsTord team drew into the lead, and thus goining 2 useful lead in the Handicap Trophy 3

finelly won by about three scconds, So we werc Leaten Cempetition, Thus encouraged, he 'got down to it,! and

aced nor | with such effect thet the said handi per was never
n's event, quite able to catch up with him, er Harry chall-
he young cnged .strongly rut Bert inereased his lead in the 100

in the first round, vut were neither 4
dismryed, and look forward to the next
when, with a little more expericnce, ¢

DRSS . = R

2nd '25' and Herry's final desperate effort in the lasg 1
'50* reduced, but foiled to close the gap, Eert thus
emerged the worthy winner of the "Harry Lloyd Cup," o
with 2 margin of 3% minutes, the narrowest in the
history of the cup.

0f the younger members, to whom we must look
for our future chempions, Bill Gray showed considerable
promisc with several fine rides, the best of which was
undoubtedly his last of the season when he won the Club

'50' in 2 - 22., beating Arnold by five minutes., 1In
the same event Jack Kennedy took second handicap with o
2 - 33, This, his first fifty, wss.a grand ride on the
day, and these two boys will be forces to be reckoned
with in future, Ray Leaver proved that he has speed in
a couple of twenty-fives, but disappointed over the
longer distences. Les Skells did 2 nice '12' to win a
bronze standard medal, but knee trouble impeded his
later efforts, Honoursble mention must also be made of
ftmtu.ftt'k:u\u,kcs, vhose graying hair telies a youthful
spirit,

i Towards the end of the season Arnold Pennil made
an attock on Freddie Whecler's ghrewsbury and back °
record but, when well inside reccord time, and with only
about "five miles to g0, he collapsed with “hunger
knock "

Jinm Forbes, with about 17 years of racing to
his credit, put up some cxeellent times, culminating in
a win in the Club Hill 1imb, When he teamed up with

Lance on the tandem, they broke the long-standing Club i
150" tandem record b¥ three min\sxtes. siis 4 LANCE TULIP, HEREERT BURTON, -

The review cf a Racing Season would no e ub ion n ”
complete without paying tritute to that vast un-named” cl ChamP o Handlcap Trophy Winner
body - the checkers end marshalls - who made 211 the
foregoing rides possible, They get no prizes and their
only reward. is the knowledge that they were ablc to

help, That their efforts are not entirely unnoticed
however, wes proved in the K,D,T.A, '12' when a well-
¥nown official ranm‘ke%t; rs he :.;:rured rcune the colﬁse /
on n final check-up: "Oh, everything will be alrigh 2 s " %
2 % = v predicted that ®we'd pay for it later he went from
here.i You can alyays. rely on the Withington.® SMey me strength to strength to make a brillisnt finish in Sept

elways merit that remerk, ember, havin,
& : - g broken all records, TLet us hope that he
In conclusion, we must not forget that greatest will d;: a repeat performance in 1950. >

of all the rcecrd breckers of 1949 -~ King S0l. Away
to a flying stert at Esster, he contimued to shine with 1949 was truly o memorable season!
undiminished vigour, and reached the turn in June going
tetter than ever; Confounding 211 the pessimists, who

Before we leave the 1940s there were various other events happening around the club that we
haven’t mentioned so we’ll tidy things up with a quick look at the Place to Place Records,
Fallowfield Track and the Bert Jenkinson Trophy. These are all covered in more detail in
other chapters.



Place to Place Records

Much planning and training went into each assault on the Withington Wheelers Place to Place
Records. The September 1949 Journal records that Arnold pennill had a go at the Withington
— Shrewsbury — Withington record during the summer.

“The Shrewsbury Record. Arnold Pennill made an unsuccessful attempt on the Shrewsbury
record recently. Starting at Gatley at 7.05am he made good progress to the White Lion where
Ken Perrins turned him back, past the start, keeping to his schedule which was designed to
beat record by 14 minutes and he duly reached the post office in Shrewsbury on time. Here he
was turned by Karl, who made the journey specially, with Teddy and Nev who were returning
from a tour. All is reported to have gone well until Toft at which point he was 3 minutes down
on schedule — then his past life came before him, a cold sweat, knocking knees, spots before
his eyes and all the other ghastly symptoms generally known in the old days as the ‘knock’
but in more modern language as the ‘bonk’. It appears that from here on his progress was
painful and the only point at which he attained record breaking speed was down Oversley
Ford but the momentum he gained not being enough to carry him to the top he fell off, still
with 20 minutes to ride and only six miles to go. At Gatley the President and his new tandem
partner waited in vain until record time expired and themselves almost suffering from hunger-
knock — which complaint was probably the undoing of Arnold, went home to dine”.

Fallowfield Track

At this point there weren’t many Withington Wheelers competing on the track, in fact the
September journal states that Ken Parrins was the only member riding at Fallowfield. This
would change dramatically in the 1950s but in summer 1949 the Journal records....

“Track Sport. Ken Perrins, in case you do not know, scored a win at Fallowfield recently — at
least he finished first in a heat and, we understand, takes a prize for this magnificent effort.
We will not mention how many champions he beat but only say that it would have been
impossible for him to have finished third.”

Read all about the new Withington trackmen in the next chapter.

The Bert Jenkinson Trophy

And finally before we leave the 1940s and turn our attention to the 1950s, in November 1949
Bert Jenkinson tells the club he has made a decision about his trophy;

“We are pleased to announce that a new trophy has been presented to the club by Bert
Jenkinson, to be awarded annually. Bert has not yet decided what the winner must do to earn
the award”. The in February 1950 Bert decided to award the trophy to the handicap winner
in the second Club 25, the award was made retrospectively the first winner was Bertie
(Herbert) Burton. Today, 65 years later in 2015, this trophy is still awarded to the winner of
the second Withington Wheelers Club 25.




